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IMPACT US ONLINE GAMBLING

Jeremy P. Kleiman, Attorney at Saiber
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Challenge and Creativity for Sports
Betting

Diespite the positive “COVID effect” on
online casino gambling, the sports
betting (retail and onling) has been
cursed. The near total shutdown of
professional sporis in the US. and
other major markets has utterly de-
prived the operators of product In
Mew Jersey, for example, total sports
wagering revenue (retail and onling)
decreased in Aprnl 2002 by nearly
87%. And in Pennsylvania, total
sports betting revenue in April
dropped 58% from the prior month.
Without conventional betting
markets, operators and regulators
have worked together to allow new e-
vents and markets on which to offer
betting. For example, the New Jersay
regulator approved a number of
betting markets on a temporary basis
dunng COVID-19 that are not tradi-
tional markets in the US, or would not
normally mest its integrity
standards. Examples of expanded
markets in-clude: professional bull
nding; hand-ball from Belarus,
Sweden, Turkey, Ukraine; Belarusian
hockey, Turkme-nistan domestic

football; and volley-ball fromn Belarus,
Turkey and Russia. And in the State
of Oregon, the State Lottery is
considering allowing wirtual sports
betting.

Other regulatory changes have been
spurred by COVID-19 as well The
State of lllinois, which recently autho-
rize sporis betting, inftially required
in-person registration to open an on-
line betting account With Illinois
casinos ordered closed due to COVID-
19, in-person registration was not
possible. An lllinois Executive Order
recently suspended in-person regi-
stration for online sports betting a-
ccounts, allowing punters to register
and fund online accounts.

Conclusion

Despite the tragic human and
economic damage caused by COVID-
19 in the first half of the year, online
casino in the US has been the indu-
stry's bright spot. Moreover, as profe-
ssional sports slowly begin to resume,
online sports betting revenue should
continue to grow as well. And as the
“social distancing” rules continue to
impact land-based casinos by limi-
ting casino capacity, hotel occupancy
and entertainment wvenues for the
foreseeable future, the gambling
industiry will rely on online gambling
and betting revenue to fill the
gap. Let's hope necessity continues
to foster creativity as we adapt to the
new reality focused on online and
mobile gambling.




